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Alan Dershowitz is one of America's most famous litigation experts. In the Genesis of Justice he

examines the Genesis narratives to bring to the reader an insight into the creation of the ten

commandments and much of what is now law.
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Never underestimate Alan Dershowitz. That's a lesson I learned when I was a student of his at

Harvard Law School. Just when it seemed like he was cornered, with his argument tattered to

ribbons, he would emerge with a counterargument that depended on his first argument being

devasted. He had just successfully set-up the other professor (who shall remain nameless here)

once again. Since then, I have seen him use the same strategy successfully time and again in many

of his most famous cases. He has the nerve to skirt the edge of defeat to grasp victory.So I was not

surprised to see that having taken on the Book of Genesis as his client that a similar strategy

prevails here. The book is based on his successful seminar on the same subject which he has

recently been teaching at Harvard.He does a marvelous job of taking a religious text and examining

it as a source of legal precedent both in sacred and secular terms. Few would have the nerve, but

your understanding of Genesis will be greatly improved as a result. He encourages you, as well as

his students, to bring your own religious beliefs to the discussion. He proposes no official

interpretations, and shares a diversity of opinions from learned Rabbis and religious thinkers of the

Christian and Moslem faiths. In each case, he also shares his own interpretation. If you are like me,



you will not always agree with him, but you will be interested to know what he concludes. He

undertakes his inquiry in the spirit of a disputatious Hebrew school student who earned rebukes for

his impertinent questions about where Cain's wife came from. He also draws from the Jewish

tradition of encouraging the faithful to study the texts for their meaning.
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